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Fourth Sunday of Lent                 March 27, 2022 
 

Order of Worship 
 

PRELUDE 

“Lost Sheep”      (Hargreaves) 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

RECEIVING THE LIGHT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: The universe is the manifestation of God’s  

  creative power, the earth and all living things an 

  expression of God’s love. 

People: And God sustains the creation of God’s design, 

  caring for creature and human alike. 

Leader: When we who are made in God’s image forgot  

  our true identity, lost our way in the world,  

  became captivated by earthly allures and  

  estranged from the creator by our sin, God came 

  to save us. 

People: And not us only, but God came in Christ Jesus 

  to free the whole world, to draw all of creation 

  back into God’s waiting embrace. 

Leader: Let us celebrate the patient, enduring love and  

  provision of God for all, for this is our hope and 

  our salvation. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 

“Great is Your Faithfulness”     The New Century Hymnal 423 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, we confess some resentment concerning the 

universality of your salvation. The Bible tells us that you 

loved the whole world so much that you sent Jesus to be 

salvation for all. But in Christendom we dispute and 

debate. We confess the fallibility of our dogmas and 

doctrines, for there is mystery in your loving ways beyond 

our grasp. We want to avoid letting you come too close, or 

our neighbors’ ills come too close. We confess the fear of 

intimacy that distances us from you, and the exclusivity 

that keeps us from telling others of the Christian hope, 

your gift for all. 
 

silent prayer of confession 

 

Leader:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People:  and put a new and right spirit within me. 

Leader:  O Lord, open my lips,  

People:  and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 

“Spirit, Open My Heart”                 Glory to God 692 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader: God so loved us all, that God bore a cross of 

  humiliation and sorrow for our sake. 

People: God proved to the world that nothing, even 

  the worst that humans could conceive, will 

  separate us from God’s patient and eternal  

  forgiving love. 

Leader: We and the whole universe have been given a  

  priceless gift of salvation by Christ. 

People: God waits for us to claim it, and this we do  

  now with rejoicing. 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips, 

People: and our mouths shall show forth your praise!  
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THE SCRIPTURE READINGS 
please be seated 

  Hebrew Lesson Joshua 5:9-12 

    Psalm 32 

  Epistle Lesson 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
please rise 

  Gospel Lesson Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Leader:  Holy Wisdom 

People:  Holy Word 
 

THE SERMON 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES & OURSELVES 
 

THE INVITATION 
 

HYMN 

“This Is the Joyful Feast”   The New Century Hymnal 787 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Leader:   The Lord be with you, 

People:  and with your spirit, 

Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Leader:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always 

  and everywhere to give thanks to you, O Holy 

  God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, we 

  give you praise. On the holy mountain, the divine 

  glory of the incarnate Word was revealed.  From 

  the heavens your voice proclaimed your beloved 

  Son, who is the fulfillment of the law and the 

  prophets. We rejoice in the divine majesty of 

  Christ, whose glory shone forth even when  

  confronted with the cross.  
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  How wonderful are your ways, almighty God, 

  how marvelous is your name, O Holy One.  

  You alone are God. Therefore, with the Apostles 

  and Prophets, and that great cloud of witnesses 

  who live for you beyond all time and space, we 

  lift our hearts in joyful praise, saying: 
 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Leader:   Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus  

  Christ, in whom you have revealed yourself, our 

  light and our salvation. You sent a star to guide 

  the Magi to where the Christ was born; and your 

  signs and witnesses in every age and through all 

  the world have led your people from far places to 

  his light. In his baptism and in his table  

  fellowship he took his place with sinners. Your 

  Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the 

  poor, to proclaim release to the captives and  

  recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 

  those who were oppressed, and to announce that 

  the time had come when you would save your 

  people. By the baptism of his suffering, death, 

  and resurrection you gave birth to your church, 

  delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and 

  made with us a new covenant by water and the 

  Spirit. On the night in which he gave himself up 

  for us he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 

  the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, 

  eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do 

  this in remembrance of me.” 
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  When the supper was over he took the cup, gave 

  thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

  “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of 

  the new covenant, poured out for you and for 

  many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 

  as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty 

  acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 

  and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 

  union with Christ’s offering for us, as we  

  proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:    Christ has died, Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again! 

 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Leader:   Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here, 

  and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them 

  be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we 

  may be for the world the body of Christ,  

  redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us 

  one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 

  ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in 

  final victory and we feast at his heavenly  

  banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the 

  Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 

  glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  

  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 

BREAKING THE BREAD & POURING THE WINE 

Leader:   Through the broken bread we participate in the 

  body of Christ. Through the cup of blessing, we 

  share in the new life Christ gives. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

Leader:   The gifts of God for the people of God. 

  Come, for all things are ready, come and taste 

  and see how good the Lord is. 
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PARTAKING OF THE MEAL 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Leader:   You have given yourself to us, Lord. 

People:  Now we give ourselves for others. 

Leader:   Your love has made us a new people; 

People:   As a people of love, we will serve you with joy. 

Leader:   Your glory has filled our hearts. 

People:   Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen. 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

“Loves Divine, All Loves Excelling”      Glory to God 366 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Rejoicing in the Presence of Angels”    (Oberle) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

March/April Birthdays 

3/27-4/2/2022 

David Akers (1) 
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Upcoming Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday, April 3rd at 11:00AM –  

Fifth Sunday in Lent with Rev. David Akers as Preacher 

 

Sunday, April 10th at 11:00AM –  

Palm/Passion Sunday 

 

Thursday, April 14th at 7:30PM –  

Maundy Thursday Service with Communion 

 

Friday, April 15th at 12:00PM- 

Good Friday Service along with Christ Church 

 

Sunday, April 17th at 11:00AM -  

Celebration of the Resurrection with Communion 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                               
                                                    

                                               
                                        



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We welcome you to our Community of Faith.  We pray that God will speak to 

your during this worship experience.  If you have need of pastoral assistance, 
we encourage you to contact Pastor Dwayne at the church office number listed 

below or make an appointment with him today. 

Ministers          All the people of the Congregation 

Pastor          The Rev. Dwayne A. Mosier 

Minister of Music         Dan Weckerly 

President of the Consistory                      Liz Brunton 

Vice President of the Consistory        Michele Luke 

Secretary of the Consistory                  Liam D’Aquila 

Moderator of Spiritual Council         Molly Lorenz 

Elders:                      Liz Brunton, Robin Weed, Mary Lambon 

          Molly Lorenz, Barbara Montague-Graham 

Chair of the Diaconate         Michele Luke         

Deacons:          Liam D’Aquila, Sandy Dounce, Jan Backes

      Michele Luke, Lynda Waltman, Christa Cavanaugh 

Church Secretary             Judy Parker 

Sexton              Emeric Suto 

Treasurer           Sandy Maben 

Telephone: (610) 539-1693 

www.ascensionucc.org    info@ascensionucc.org 
Please like us on Facebook and check-in here:   

Reformed Church of the Ascension, United Church of Christ 

Follow us on Twitter @AscensionUCC  

 

We welcome children in worship at all times.  If you would 

prefer, childcare is available.  Please see one of our ushers.  

Children’s bulletins and crayons are available from the ushers. 


